
Form No. 10-300 lo-"' 
(ReJ. 

UNlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAME 
HISTORIC South Ca ro l ina  S ta tehouse  
AND/OR COMMON 

South Ca ro l ina  S t a t ehouse  

STREET & NUMBER Cap i to l  Square 
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN Columbia CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 2 - - VICINITY OF 

STATE South Caro l ina  45 COUNTY CODE 
Richland 07 9 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-DISTRICT LPU B LI c X-occu PIED 

X-BUILDING(S) ,PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE ,BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS =YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

XGOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

,INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME S t a t e  o f  South Carolina--General S e r v i c e s  Div is ion  
STREET & NUMBER 

300 Gervais  S t r e e t  
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Columbia - VICINITY OF South Caro l ina  

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF D E E D $ E T C S O U ~ ~  Carol ina  Department o f  Arc h ives  and His t o r y  
STREET & NUMBER 

1430 Sena te  S t r e e t  
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Columbia South Caro l ina  

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c  American Bui ld ings  Survey; Nat iona l  R e ~ i s t e r  
DATE 

1964; 1970 

-- 

L F E D E R A L  Y S T A T E  ,COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

sURVEyRECoRDS Library  of  Congress ; National Reds te r  
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Washington D.C. 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

X-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 
X A L T E R E D  

CHECK ONE 

%RIciIN*L SITE 

,MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

[The foliowing description is based in part on Christie 2. Fant ' s  
The State House of South Carolina: An ~llustrated Historic Guide 
(Columbia: R.L. Bryan Co., 1970).] 

A fine example of neoclassical architecture, the South 
Carolina Statehouse is an imposing, three-story, domed edifice 
of granite, marble, brick, and iron. Vienna-born architect 
John Niernsee began the structure in 1851, but the Civil War 
and post-war poverty slowed progress on the building. It was 
finally completed in 1907 under the direction of Charles Coker 
Wilson. 

The statehouse has a hipped, slate-shingled, balustraded 
roof and two Corinthian-columned, pedimented porticoes--one on 
the north facade and one on the south--and resembles, in outward 
appearance, the U.S. Capitol in Washington. The South Carolina 
Capitol is rendered on a much smaller scale, though; it measures 
164 feet high, 264 feet long, and 167 feet wide, excluding the 
porticoes. On the first story, the wall is rusticated stone and 
is broken by semicircularly arched windows topped by radiating 
voussoirs. Second and third floor walls are plain coursed ashlar 
with rusticated quoins. Rectangular windows on the second floor 
are topped by bracketed pediments, whereas the smaller third 
floor windows display shouldered molding and bracketed sills. 
Rising immediately rear of the center of the statehouse roof is 
a large Italianate-style circular dome of two distinct sections. 
Atop the whole is an additional cupola from which fly flags of 
the United States, South Carolina, and the Confederacy. On its 
lower section the dome is stone-faced brick and has eight pairs 
of semicircularly arched windows separated by pilasters and topped 
by hoodmolds with keystones. Atop this section is a patined 
copper-faced wooden section with eight circular skylights. The 
wooden cupola above is also copper-covered. 

Granite stairways flanked by stone buttresses ascend to the 
two porticoes, which provide access to the second floor level and 
are supported by Corinthian columns and pilasters. Entrance to 
the building from the front portico is through a large double 
doorway flanked by exterior facings of ornamental white marble 
hand-carved in a frieze of oak leaves and acorns. Flanking these 
are fluted Corinthian pilasters that reach to the portico ceiling, 
and adjacent to the pilasters on the lower level are panels with 
carved Roman fasces, and above these are hand-carved eagles. Over 
the entrance a smaller, semicircularly arched doorway with marble 
balust~ade admits light to the interior. This doorway is flanked 
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-1 NVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1869-77 BUILDER/ARCHITECT John Niernsee , Frank Niernsee 
Prank Mf 1 hi~vn - C ~ R  Wmon 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The South Ca ro l ina  S ta tehouse  has a  t h ree - fo ld  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
F i r s t ,  it served  a s  a s t a g e  f o r  some of  t h e  most important  and 
e x c i t i n g  scenes  o f  t h e  drama o f  Recons t ruc t ion .  The only l e g i s l a -  
t u r e  i n  American history wi th  a b l ack  ma jo r i t y  met h e r e  from 1869- 
1874 and provided James Shepherd Pike wlth the s e t t i n g  f o r  h i s  
h igh ly  i n f l u e n t i a l  The P r o s t r a t e  S t a t e .  This  book, desc r ibed  by 
h i s t o r i a n  Claude G .  Rowers as t h e  lvtUncle Tom's Cabin' of t h e  
redemption of  t h e  South," no t  only helped t u r n  t h e  t i d e  o f  North- 
e r n  p u b l i c  op in ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  ~ e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y ' s  Southern po l i cy  
bu t  g r e a t l y  i n f luenced  t h e  viewpoints  o f  f u t u r e  h i s t o r i a n s  a s  wel1 . l  

Second, t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  i s  t h e  only  e x t a n t  s t r u c t u r e  a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  Wade Hampton. I n  1876-77 i t  played an important  r o l e  i n  t h e  
c o n t e s t  between Hampton, Daniel  H. Chamberlain, and t h e i r  respec-  
t i v e  fo l lower s  f o r  c o n t r o l  of South Ca ro l ina ,  l e a d i n g  e v e n t u a l l y  
t o  t h e  format ion of  two s e p a r a t e  governments. According t o  schol -  
a r  Hampton M. J a r r e l l ,  i f  Wade Hampton Ithad no o t h e r  c la im t o  
g r e a t n e s s ,  h i s  wise l e a d e r s h i p  du r ing  t h e  f i v e  months following 
t h e  e l e , c t i o n  o f  1876 would e n t i t l e  h i m  t o  both  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  
honor; f o r  du r ing  t h i s  c r i s i s  he mainta ined peace i n  an area 
where but for h i m  v io l ence  would have erupted."* A s  p a r t  of t he  
compromise which al lowed Rutherford B. Hayes t o  become P r e s i d e n t ,  
Federa l  t roops  were withdrawn from South Ca ro l ina ,  and Hampton 
and t h e  Democrats assumed undisputed c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  governorship  
and l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Th i rd ,  t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  prov ides  an ou t s t and ing  example o f  t h e  
d i s r u p t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War and Recons t ruc t ion  Eras on 
Southern development. F i r s t  s t a r t e d  i n  1851, work on t h e  p r o j e c t  
proceeded r a p i d l y  u n t i l  t h e  S t a t e  seceded i n  December 1860, The 
ex igenc ie s  of  war slowed c o n s t r u c t i o n  between 1861 and 1865, and 
t h e  pover ty-s t r icken  cond i t i on  o f  South Caro l ina  a f t e rwards  

1 
Claude G. Bowers, The Trag ic  E r a  ( ~ o s t o n ,  1929) ,  418. 

2 
Hampton M, J a r r e l l ,  Wade Hampton and t h e  Negro (Columbia, 

19491, 186. 



Bowers, Claude G., The Tragic Era (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1929) 

Durden, Robert F. (ed.), James S. Pike, The Prostrate State: South 
Carolina under Negro Government, Harper Torchbooks ( N e w  York: 
Harper & Row, 1968,  o r i g .  pub. 1874) .  

~ E O G R A P H I C A L  DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY circa 11 acres. 
UTM REFERENCES 

~1117J lk19,C171#14 P,~ICJ}OJ,OJ ~lL71 wl9l?I@t9hq 13tTI64 4ztdJ 

~G Ff22il4 
NORTHING ZONE EASTlNG NORTHING 

#I pnlbrd9f8,6] ~11~7 -1#W,618,~,~ 13,?16,118,9,ol 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

(See l a s t  page of description) 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAMEITITLE Mary Jane Gregory and Ralph Christian, Assistant E d i t o r s ;  

and George R. Adams, Managing Editor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

American Association for S t a t e  and Local History December 1975 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1400 Eighth Avenue South  615-242-5581 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Nashville Tennessee 
? 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

1 HEREBY CEBTIW THAT THIS PROPERTY f$ fNCLtff3iED IN TWL NATIONAL REGISTER 

GPO 8 9 2 . 4 5 3  , 
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by cement b a s - r e l i e f  p l a q u e s  of  Rober t  Hayne and George McDuffie, two 
l l l u s t r i o u s  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  C o n ~ r e s s m e n  of t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The 
d o o r s  o f  t h e  main e n t r a n c e  a r e  oak w i t h  g l a s s  p a n e l s .  On t h e  s o u t h  
p o r t i c o  i s  a  doorway s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  f r o n t  p o r t i c o .  Wal ls  under  
b o t h  t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  s o u t h  p o r t i c o  have r e c e s s e d  n i c h e s  i n t e n d e d  t o  
house s t a t u a r y .  

I n s i d e  t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  t h e r e  a r e  two l o b b i e s :  a  lower  lobby ,  l o c a t e d  
on t h e  ground f l o o r ;  and above i t ,  t h e  main l o b b y ,  which i s  on t h e  
second o r  main e n t r a n c e  f l o o r .  Th i r ty - two  p r a n i t e  Dor ic  columns s u p p o r t  
t h e  w h i t e - p a i n t e d ,  b r i c k ,  v a u l t e d  c e i l i n p  o f  t h e  lower lobby .  Walls i n  
some a r e a s  o f  t h e  lower lobby a r e  6 f e e t  t h i c k .  The f l o o r  i s  marb le  and 
u n c a r p e t e d .  The Governor ' s  s u i t e  o c c u p i e s  t h e  west  wing o f  t h e  ground 
f l o o r  and i s  e n t e r e d  from t h e  lower  lobby t h r o u c h  a  m a s s i v e ,  broken- 
pedimented ,  mahogany d o o r .  Remodeling i n  1967 s e a l e d  o f f  t h i s  wing and 
c o n v e r t e d  former  c o r r i d o r  and o f f i c e  s p a c e  i n t o  t h e  Governor ' s  s u i t e .  
Across  t h e  lower  lobby ,  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e  t h e  Governor ' s  s u i t e ,  an 
i d e n t i c a l  mahogany doorway opens  i n t o  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  Governor ' s  s u i t e  
and s e v e r a l  committee rooms. T h i s  a r e a  a l s o  was remodeled i n  1967-68. 

Two s t a i r c a s e s  a scend  from t h e  lower lobby t o  t h e  two-s tory  main 
lobby ,  which b e g i n s  on t h e  second f l o o r .  The s t a i r s  f e a t u r e  b l a c k ,  
o r n a m e n t a l ,  wrought- i ron  r a i l i n g s  and a  mahopany b a n i s t e r .  The main 
lobby ,  a c c e s s i b l e  a l s o  from t h e  f r o n t  p o r t i c o  by way o f  t h e  main 
e n t r a n c e ,  was r e d e c o r a t e d  i n  1963,  and i t s  r e d ,  g o l d ,  and b l a c k - p a i n t e d  
p l a s t e r  c o r n i c e s  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  w h i t e  walls t o  c r e a t e  a m i l d l y  
E g y p t i a n  e f f e c t .  A p a t t e r n  o f  go ld  e a g l e s  e m b e l l i s h e s  t h e  r e d  c a r p e t .  
A 6-foot-wide ba lcony e x t e n d s  c o m p l e t e l y  around t h e  room and i s  reached  
by t w i n  s t a i r c a s e s  p l a c e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e a r  w a l l .  T h i s  ba lcony  b r e a k s  
t h e  v e r t i c a l i t y  o f  t h e  l o f t y  lobby and p r o v i d e s  a c c e s s  t o  chambers on 
t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  Ornamental  b r a c k e t s  o f  c a s t  i r o n  l i g h t e n  t h e  s t u r d y  
e f f e c t  produced by t h e  heavy c a n t i l e v e r s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  ba lcony .  
An a r c h e d  mosaic r o s e   lass window d e p i c t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  s e a l  g r a c e s  t h e  
b a l c o n y ' s  r e a r  wall and i s  f l a n k e d  on e i t h e r  s i d e  by a  pedimented wal- 
n u t  doorway. I n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  main lobby s t a n d s  a  bronzed s t a t u e  
o f  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  s t a t e s m a n  John C .  Calhoun. It was c r e a t e d  by s c u l p t o r  
F r e d e r i c k  R u c k s t u l l .  Around t h e  w a l l s ,  marb le  o r  b ronze  b u s t s  and 
p l a q u e s  commemorate s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i l l u s t r i o u s  Sou th  C a r o l i n i a n s .  S i x  
p r e s e r v e d  p a l m e t t o  t r e e s ,  represent in^ S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  a s  " t h e  P a l m e t t o  
S t a t e , "  a r e  a l s o  a permanent f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  main lobby .  

A t  t h e  e a s t  end o f  t h e  main lobby ,  a wa lnu t  door  opens i n t o  a 
s m a l l ,  m a r b l e - f l o o r e d  f o y e r  which i n  t u r n  l e a d s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  Chamber. 
White p l a s t e r  c o v e r s  t h e  walls o f  t h i s  l a r g e  room. The o r i p i n a l  c o f f e r e d  
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c e i l i n g  i s  accen ted  i n  go ld  and c o n t a i n s  a h idden l i g h t i n g  system t h a t  
conveys t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  c e i l i n g  i s  a  p a t t e r n  o f  s k y l i g h t s .  Thin 
wh i t e  Co r in th i an  p i l l a r s  and ornamenta l  b r a c k e t s  suppo r t  a  ba lcony ,  which 
ha s  a  p o l i s h e d  b r a s s  r a i l i n g .  Foca l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  Sena t e  Chamber i s  t h e  
hand-carved maho~any  Sena t e  de sk ,  b u i l t  i n  1915. Behind i t ,  a pedimented 
mahocany r e r e d o s  d i s p l a y s  a p o r t r a i t  o f  John C.  Calhoun. 

D i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  main lobby from t h e  Sena t e  Chamber, t h e  H a l l  o f  
t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  occup i e s  t h e  west winp o f  t h e  s t a t e h o u s e 7 s  
second f l o o r .  Th i s  spac ious  room has  b l a c k  marble wa in sco t i ng  ( a  1967 
a d d i t i o n )  and a  c o f f e r e d  c e i l i n g  w i t h  go ld  and pa le -b lue -pa in ted  t r i m .  
A ba lcony w i t h  an  o r i g i n a l  b r a s s  rail in^ bear in^ a  pa lme t to  d e s i g n  ex- 
t e n d s  around t h e  Hall o f  t h e  House. P o r t r a i t s  of  o u t s t a n d i n p  p u b l i c  
f i g u r e s  such a s  George W a s h i n ~ t o n ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  and Robert  E .  Lee 
l i n e  t h e  walls on b o t h  t h e  balcong and t h e  main l e v e l .  A carved 
mahogany ro s t r um,  added i n  1937 a s  p a r t  o f  an e x t e n s i v e  r enova t i on  p ro-  
gram, s t a n d s  n e a r  t h e  west wall.  Behind i t  i s  a  ca rved  mahogany r e r e d o s .  
On d i s p l a y  i n  a g l a s s  c a s e  b e s i d e  t h e  r e r e d o s  i s  an o r n a t e ,  s o l i d - s i l v e r  
and gold-burnished mace c r a f t e d  i n  London i n  1756. It i s  t h e  emblem of 
a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  House of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and i s  s t i l l  an impress ive  
p a r t  of t h e  r i t u a l  used d u r i n g  House s e s s i o n s .  Some R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 1  
desks  a r e  e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y ;  o t h e r s  a r e  new. 

A t  t h e  r e a r  o r  s o u t h  wall o f  t h e  main lobby,  t h r e e  marble-framed, 
s e m i c i r c u l a r l y  a r c h e d ,  p i n e  doo r s  w i th  l e a d e d ,  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  p a n e l s  
and f a n l i ~ h t s  p rov ide  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l .  
Formerly t h i s  chamber housed t h e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y .  Green- a n d  ro se -pa in t ed  
t r i m  a c c e n t s  t h e  cream-colored c o f f e r e d  c e i l i n p  and molding.  Two narrow, 
b l a c k ,  wroupht- i ron,  s p i r a l  s t a i r c a s e s  r i s e  t o  a ba lcong ,  which i s  sup- 
p o r t e d  by b l a c k  i r o n  columns and ornamented by a  b l ack  g r i l l w o r k  r a i l i n g  
and a  mahogany b a n i s t e r .  Th i s  ba lcong i s  f u r n i s h e d  f o r  u se  by l e g i s -  
l a t o r s  f o r  i n fo rma l  meet ings  and con fe r ences .  

Under t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  i s  an  a rched  s u b t e r r a n e a n  basement w i t h  a low- 
h a n ~ i n g  g r a n i t e  c e i l i n g  and t h i c k  g r a n i t e  w a l l s .  A maze of  passageways 
and a r c h e s ,  t h e  basement p rov ide s  s t o r a g e  space  and workinc rooms f o r  
maintenance pe r sonne l .  The a t t i c ,  which r u n s  t h e  l e n g t h  and wid th  of  
t h e  b u i l d i n n ,  c o n t a i n s  e l e c t r i c a l  w i r i n g ,  air-condition in^ components, 
and a s p r i n k l e r  sys tem.  

Comprehensive r e n o v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  i n t e r i o r  was begun i n  
1 9 6 0 .  The main lobby was r e d e c o r a t e d  i n  1962-63, a t  which t ime  t h e  
marb le  f l o o r  o f  t h e  main lobby was c a r p e t e d  and t h e  c e i l i n g  p a i n t e d .  
E a r l i e r  ad jus tment  o f  t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  f o r  modern u se  had r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
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s e a l i n g  o f f  of most of  t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  about  1920 ,  when c e n t r a l  h e a t i n e  
was f i r s t  p rov ided .  The h e a t i n g  system was modernized a g a i n  i n  1960, 
and a i r -cond i t ion inp ;  was i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h a t  t ime .  E l e v a t o r s ,  modern 
plumbinc,  and a s p r i n k l e r  system a l l  were added d u r i n g  t h e  cou r se  of  
t h e  modern iza t ion  program. Modern l i p h t i n g  r e p l a c e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g a s  
c h a n d e l i e r s ,  

Wide lawns,  p a t t e r n e d  p a t h s ,  f l ower  beds ,  m a ~ n o l i a s ,  oaks ,  and 
pa lme t to  t r e e s  b e a u t i f y  t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  grounds .  A c o n c r e t e  walkway 
bo rde r s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  on a l l  s i d e s .  D i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  
s t a n d s  a r e p l i c a  of Houdon's famous s t a t u e  of  George Washington. S t e p s  
l e a d  from t h e  f r o n t  walkway t o  a f r o n t  p l a z a  which f e a t u r e s  a monument 
to Confedera te  s o l d i e r s .  It was e r e c t e d  i n  1879.  On t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
lawn o f  t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  s t a n d s  a bronze  e q u e s t r i a n  s t a t u e  o f  South  
C a r o l i n a  he ro  Wade Hampton, d e d i c a t e d  I n  1906. New York s c u l p t o r  Fred- 
e r i c k  R u c k s t u l l  produced t h i s  1 5 - f o o t - t a l l  statue of  Sou th  C a r o l i n a ' s  
be loved hero .  I n s c r i p t i o n s  on t h e  s t a t u e ' s  c o n c r e t e  base  r e a d :  "Erected  
by t h e  S t a t e  of South C-rol- ina and its c3tizens to Wade Hampton.. . 
Governor of  South  C a r o l i n a ,  1876-1879. . .Uni ted  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r ,  1879-1891 ... Commander o f  t h e  Hampton Legion,  L i eu t enan t  Genera l ,  CSA ... B e n t o n v i l l e ,  
Brandy S t a t i o n ,  Sappony Church, T r e v i l i o n ,  Seven P i n e s ,  Burgess M i l l ,  
Cold Harbor ,  Hawes Shop, F i r s t  Manassas, G e t t y s b u r ~  ... Born March 2 8 ,  
1828 ... Died A p r i l  11, 1902.'' Other  monuments on t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  grounds 
i n c l u d e  a Pa lmet to  Repiment monument and a memorial t o  t h r e e  Revolut ion-  
a r y  War he roe s  from South  Ca ro l i na :  F r a n c i s  Marion, Thomas Sumter ,  and 
Andrew P ickens .  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n .  The boundary encompasses t h e  s t a t e h o u s e  and 
approx imate ly  11 a c r e s  o f  grounds ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a c r e a g e  covered by t h e  
s t a t e h o u s e  i t s e l f ) .  There are no modern i n t r u s i o n s .  

Boundary Desc r i p t i on .  As i n d i c a t e d  i n  r e d  on t h e  accompanying AASLH 
Ske tch  Map (December 1 9 7 5 ) ,  a  l i n e  beg inn ing  a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  
t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Assembly and Oerva i s  s t reets  and ex t end ing  n o r t h -  
eas tward  about  1,000 f e e t  a l o n e  t h e  r i g h t  curb  o f  Gerva i s  t o  t h e  west  
cu rb  of  Sumter S t r e e t ;  t hence  about  500 f e e t  sou theas tward  a long  t h e  
r i g h t  curb  of Sumter S t r e e t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  a c o n c r e t e  w a l k  t h a t  
passes from Sena t e  t o  Assembly a long  a line p a r a l l e l  t o  and about  100 
f e e t  sou th  o f  t h e  nor theas t - sou thwes t  p l ane  of  t h e  f a cade  o f  t h e  r e a r  
S t a t ehouse  p o r t i c o ;  t hence  southwestward abou t  1,000 f e e t  a l ong  t h e  
s o u t h  edge o f  s a i d  walkway t o  t h e  e a s t  cu rb  o f  Assembly S t r e e t ;  t hence  
northwestward about  500 feet a long  t h e  r i e h t  cu rb  of  Assembly t o  t h e  
p o i n t  of  beginning. 
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p r e v e n t e d  comple t ion  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  u n t i l  1907--56 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  
c o r n e r s t o n e  had been  l a i d .  

Today t h e  n e o c l a s s i c a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  C a r o l i n a  g r a n i t e ,  b r i c k ,  and 
i r o n  s t i l l  s e r v e s  as m e e t i n g p l a c e  f o r  t h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  G e n e r a l  Assem- 
b l y  and c o n t a i n s  t h e  Governor ' s  O f f i c e  and t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
C o u n c i l .  The i n t e r i o r  h a s  been modernized ,  b u t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  l i t t l e  
chaneed . 

H i s t o r y  

The o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e h o u s e ,  t h e  t h i r d  
i n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  h i s t o r y ,  c a n  be  t r a c e d  back  t o  t h e  18119 recommendation 
o f  Gov. Whitemarsh Rw Seabrooks  t h a t  a f i r e p r o o f  b u i l d i n g  b e  c o n s t r u c -  
t e d  by t h e  S t a t e  t o  p r o t e c t  i t s  h i s t o r i c  p a p e r s .  The c o r n e r s t o n e  f o r  
s u c h  a f a c i l i t y  was l a i d  i n  1851,  b u t  2 y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
expanded t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  i n c l u d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a new c a p i t o l .  By 1854, 
work was p r o c e e d i n g  r a p i d l y  b u t  had t o  be s t o p p e d  when i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  
t h a t  poor  workmanship and m a t e r i a l s  had caused  t h e  walls t o  c r a c k .  

A t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  J o h n  Rudolph N i e r n s e e ,  a n  A u s t r i a n - b o r n  a r c h i t e c t  
t h e n  r e s i d e n t  i n  B a l t i m o r e ,  was h i r e d  t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  p r o j e c t .  N ie rnsee  
d r a f t e d  a new d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  b u i 1 d i n ~ - - w h i c h  would be  fo l lowed  w i t h  
few e x c e p t i o n s  u n t i l  complet ion--and l a t e  i n  1855 ,  a f t e r  t h e  c r a c k e d  
w a l l s  had been r a z e d ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  resumed.  Using p r a n i t e  from t h e  
n e a r b y  Congaree R i v e r  and *1,21i0,032 i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  
N i e r n s e e  by 1860 had comple ted  most o f  t h e  e x t e r i o r  work on t h e  new 
c a p i t o l ,  and by 1062 i t s  v a u l t s  were r e a d y  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  p u b l i c  p a p e r s .  
During t h e  C i v i l  War, c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  a l b e i t  on a somewhat 
l i m i t e d  b a s i s .  

I n  Februa ry  1865 ,  W i l l i a m  T. Sherman and t h e  Union Army occup ied  
Columbia,  and he  o r d e r e d  a number o f  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
o l d  s t a t e h o u s e  p u t  t o  t h e  t o r c h .  For  some unknown r e a s o n ,  Sherman 
s p a r e d  t h e  u n f i n i s h e d  s t a t e h o u s e .  Althouph some have c l a imed  he  admired  
i t s  b e a u t y  and l e f t  i t  a l o n e  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  h i s t o r i a n  
A.S. S a l l e y  o f f e r s  a more l i k e l y  e x p l a n a t i o n :  "He p r o b a b l y  wished t o  
s a v e  t h e  s t o r e  o f  e x p l o s i v e s  i t  would have t a k e n  t o  blow i t  up and h e  
p r o b a b l  f e a r e d  i n j u r y  t o  h i s  r e c k l e s s ,  d runken s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  exp lo -  
s i o n s .  "3 D e s p i t e  t h e  exempt ion ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  d i d  s u f f e r  damace from 

C i t e d  i n  C h r i s t i e  Z.  Fan t  The S t a t e  House of  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a :  
An I l l u s t r a t e d  H i s t o r i c  Guide (Eolurnbia,  i g r / O ) ,  2h. m 
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s h e l l i n g  and t h e  burn in^ o f  t h e  nearby o l d  s t a t e h o u s e .  Sherman's  men 
a l s o  d e s t r o y e d  $700,000 wor th  o f  f i n i s h e d  marb le  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  
a s  w e l l  a s  Nie rnsee  s models and p l a n s .  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  war, work on t h e  b u i l d i n g  proceeded 
v e r y  s l o w l y .  Not u n t i l  1869 was t h e  r o o f  f i n i s h e d  and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
a b l e  t o  meet i n  t h e  s t i l l  uncompleted b u i l d i n g .  These were t h e  y e a r s  
o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and t h e  c a p i t o l  s e r v e d  as t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  some o f  
t h i s  drama 's  most e x c i t i n g  s c e n e s .  Between 1869 and 1874,  t h e  o n l y  
S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  American h i s t o r y  w i t h  a  b l a c k  m a j o r i t y  sa t  h e r e ,  
a t t r a c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  b o t h  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and a b r o a d .  I n  1873 James 
Shepherd P i k e ,  a  l e a d i n p  Repub l i can  j o u r n a l i s t ,  used  t h e  c a p i t o l  a s  
t h e  backdrop f o r  h i s  famous book, The P r o s t r a t e  S t a t e :  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  
under  Negro Government, which made b l a c k s  a p p e a r  a s  " i g n o r a n t  dupes ,  
t h e  t o o l s ,  of F e d e r a l  power. '''I Al thounh P i k e .  accord in^ t o  h i s  b io -  
g r a p h e r  Rober t  P. ~ u r d k n ,  was l l f a r  from d i s p a s s i o n a t e  i n  h i s  i n f l u e n -  
t i a l  r e p o r t  on R e c o n s t r u ~ t i o n , ~ ~  h i s  accoun t  was a c c e p t e d  a t  f a c e  
v a l u e  b e c a u s e  o f  his * r o m i n e n c e  P i k e ' s  book a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s t o r i -  
a n s ,  h e l p i n g  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  image o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  as an  e r a  o f  b l a c k  
domina t ion ,  c o r r u p t i o n ,  and m i s r u l e .  I n  1935 Henry S .  Commager 
p r a i s e d  i t s  " t r a n s p a r e n t  hones ty"  and l ' thorouph documentat  i o n ,  lf  and 
a s  l a t e  a s  1947 it was d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  c l a s s i c  work on R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o u t r a g e s . 6  The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  i n  The P r o s t r a t e  S t a t e  i s ,  of  
c o u r s e ,  no l o n ~ e r  a c c e p t e d  by  most h i s t o r i a n s .  

The s t a t e h o u s e  a l s o  w i t n e s s e d  one o r  t h e  f i n a l  a c t s  o f  Recons t ruc -  
t i o n .  I n  1876 Wade Hampton and t h e  Democrats conducted  t h e i r  famous 
"Red S h i r t "  c a m p a i ~ n  a ~ a i n s t  D a n i e l  H .  Chamberlain and t h e  Repub l i cans  
i n  a c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  "redeem" t h e  S t a t e .  "Both p a r t i e s  engaged 
i n  f r a u d ,  w i t h  some c o u n t i e s  r e p o r t i n g  more v o t e s  t h a n  t h e r e  were reE- 
i s t e r e d  voters ,"  s a g s  h i s t o r i a n  All-en W .  T r e l e a s e .  The result was 

Rober t  F. Durden ( e d . ) ,  James S .  P i k e ,  The P r o s t r a t e  S t a t e :  Sou th  
C a r o l i n a  under  Nepro Government. Harner  Torchbooks (New York. 1968,  a - 

o r i g i n a l l y  1 8 7 4 ) ,  xxxv: 
5 

I b i d .  , i x .  
6- 

C i t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  x i v .  
7 

A l l e n  W .  T r e l e a s e ,  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n :  T h e  G r e a t  Experiment  ( N e w  
York, 1 9 7 1 ) ,  186 .  
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t h a t  bo th  Hampton and Chamberlain claimed v i c t o r y ,  and t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
p a r t i e s  c la imed c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  lower house o f  t h e  l e ~ i s l a t u r e .  When 
t h e  Genera l  Assembly convened i n  November 1876, t h e  Democratic members 
o f  t h e  lower house withdrew when s e v e r a l  o f  t h e i r  members' e l e c t i o n  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  were n o t  recopnized.  They then ohoae' ~ i l l i a m  El. ~ a l l a o a  
speaker  wh i l e  Republ icans  e l e c t e d  Edwin W .  M. Mackey t o  t h e  same p o s t .  
On November 30,  t h e  Democratic l e g i s l a t o r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  c a p i t o l  and 
"thus was seen  t h e  s i n g u l a r  s p e c t a c l e  o f  two speake r s  and two Houses 
conduc t ing  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  same ha11mf18  

Four days  l a t e r ,  because  of  t h r e a t e n e d  bloodshed,  t h e  Wallace 
House moved t o  a n o t h e r  meet ing p l a c e ,  p robab lv  a t  t h e  u r g i n p  of  Wade 
Hampton who e x e r t e d  h imse l f  t o  t h e  utmost  t o  ma in t a in  peace .  Both 
Chamberlain and Hampton were i naugu ra t ed  as Governor, and South  Caro l in -  
i a n s  found themselves  con f ron t ed  w i t h  t h e  s p e c t a c l e  o f  d u a l  government.  
It  soon became appa ren t  t h a t  Hampton and t h e  Wallace House had t h e  
f u l l  backing o f  t h e  whi te  p o p u l a t i o n  and t h a t  Chamberlain and t h e  Mackey 
House were t o l e r a t e d  on ly  because  o f  t h e  p r e sence  o f  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  
i n  t h e  S t a t e .  On A p r i l  10 ,  1877,  f u l f i l l i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  compromise 
which had a l lowed h i s  i n a u ~ u r a t i o n ,  Ruther fo rd  B .  Hayes withdrew t h e s e  
t r o o p s ,  and t h e  fo l l owing  day Hampton and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  assumed f u l l  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  government o f  South Ca ro l i na .  

Because of t h e  a u s t e r i t y  programs of  "Redeemers" l i k e  Hampton, 
work on t h e  c a p i t o l  proceeded s lowly .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  1885 Governor Hugh 
S.  Thompson, a s t r o n g  advoca te  o f  complet ing  t h e  c a p i t o l ,  r e c a l l e d  
John Rudolph Nie rnsee ,  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t ,  from Ba l t imore ,  but he 
d i e d  be fo r e  he was a b l e  t o  resume t h e  p r o j e c t .  From 1888 t o  1 8 9 1  his son, 
Frank McHenry Nie rnsee ,  se rved  as a r c h i t e c t ,  and under h i s  d f r e c t i o n  
much o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  work was completed.  I n  1900 Frank Milburn became 
a r c h i t e c t  and s t i r r e d  up a  m re at d e a l  o f  con t rove r sy  because  he sub- 
s t i t u t e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  dome f o r  t h e  tower which had been env i s i oned  by 
t h e  e l d e r  Nie rnsee .  Because much o f  Mi lburn ' s  work was o f  i n f e r i o r  
q u a l i t y ,  he  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1905 by Char les  Coker Wilson,  who c o r r e c t e d  
t h e s e  deficiencies and f i n i s h e d  t h e  e x t e r i o r  i n  1907. F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  
56 y e a r s  and t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  of  $ 3 , 4 5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  t h e  South  Ca ro l i na  S t a t e -  
house had been completed.  S ince  1907 t h e  e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e  c a p i t o l  has  
changed l i t t l e ,  wh i l e  t h e  i n t e r i o r  ha s  been modernized. Today, i t  s t i l l  
s e r v e s  as  mee t ingp lace  f o r  t h e  Sou th  Ca ro l i na  Genera l  Assembly and con- 
t a i n s  t h e  Governor ' s  O f f i c e ,  and t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L e ~ i s l a t i v e  Counci l .  

8 
F r a n c i s  B .  Simkins and Robert  H. Woody, S o u t h  Ca ro l i na  During 

Recons t ruc t i on  (Chapel  H i l l ,  1932 ) ,  524 .  
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